
Help The Times-Dispatch Swat the Fly

This Summer's Battle
With the Pest to Be the
Fiercest Ever Fought.

If. thrnuKho-.it long years, there had lived In your
!.. if h .'. 1 ft faml.y of servants that bred u:. '.< .- your
shelter and fed upon your food, and If you. after your
parmts and your parents' parents hud taught you that
thofe servants protected you and yours from secret.
Invisible foi-s. had discovered that the whole tribe of
them worn In reality the allies of your emmlcs and
lived by constantly poisoning you and those you h^id
oe°t and dearest, what would you do?
That Is precisely the case of you and yours against

Musra domestlca. tho common house fly.
All over th> fnlted srtntea to-day. at the beginning

of this summer, there are thousands of men and
women who, having studied the overwhelming evidence
against the Insect traitors, have taken up the w;apons
amply provided by human science and knowledge to

engago the house fly in deadly encounter. But all
over the Unltid States there se millions who must
decide now. at this hour, whither they are to enl'at
for the war or sit. luxuriously Idle, looking on from
Iho amphitheatre.
The refined, elegant, potsonously laz^- old Romans

did that, whtls ba-barlan gladiators, with net and
deadly trident, sought to slay each other In the blosdy
nrcna, and the time came when the barbarians slaugh¬
tered the elegant nnd refined rtomans.

In the war that begins In earnest now every human
being who Is not the mortal and Implacable enemy of
the common house fly Is his active and energetic
ally, and so the mortal and Implacable foe of human¬
ity. In this new war. with so many tnousands .ilreadj
enlisted for th? fray, the question Is. for the millions
still outside of the arena, humanity's friends or hu¬
manity's foes.which?

Oh. this is the most saffron of yellow Journ'ilism,
with nil Its feverish blotches, deadly encounters, se¬
cret foes, traitors, bloody arenas! 'Ths thing is so

hyperbolic that It is funny.
Is It?
Thrn. for the sake of that hum-.nlty which has

already been too long Buffering In the matter of hyper¬
bole and the saffron hue of its literature, let us meet

on the chill plane of logic and agree:
That any proposition which la literally true can r...

neither hyperbole, exaggeration, sensationalism not-
funny: nnd also,
When the proposition involves huinnn deaths on

the scale of massacres It Is not.only grim, but tragic;
and third.
The burden of proof lies upon the proponents.
Those proponents, who happen to be the natlinal

government nt Washington, the boards of health and
lending sanitarians of the United Pt.ites an1 such ad¬
vanced members of the laity as tli" powerful M.-r-
chantn" Association of New Yoik City, have aono all
through the mass of evidence against th<> common
house fly.
They have adjudged Mm guilty of the -1' 'ths of hu¬

man thousands, from ihr- time the Mayflower Pilgrims
landed on the continent, and now they have pledged
themselves to a hand-to-hand struggle that shall not
cense until the hous- fly is exterminated,
Thore Is not one among those active champ! hg of

the cause of humanity against th.^ fly who is so dead
to humor as to fall to see the comic side of big words
as applied to a campaign against so Insignificant and
apparently so helpless an Insect. Di>nn Swift' had
poorer mrvterlnl for satire when he cast nwny Gulliver
among the Lillllputlafjs
But mere numbers suffice to make a radical change

In any odds of conflict; the scale can at last become so
rast that only, huge phrases can bp proportionate.
The human family in the United States breeds from

two to four cf Its kind per pair In the course of a life¬
time, and the generations require twanty years 10
achieve n maturity practically productive.

It ha« taken more than -00 yean for the race here,
iilded hy constant accessions from the rest of the
wo:id. to attain to 9n.A0o.nnn.
Any one of those 90,000,000 can crush a huse fly. If

he can catch him. as readily as .1-»hn Ij. Sullivan could
have crushed Charley Mitchell if he could have caught
him.

Th<- annihilating proce s would he simple if Musca
rtnmestica were no more reproductive than humanity
or if humanity had nothing else to do than slay Muscat
domesticae. But the spectacle of pn.nnn.ono people
chasing flies would h* only a degree more grottsqu«
than was that famous spectacle of Sullivan chasing
Mttoheli,
With thesi two alternatives eliminated, the problem

of the house fly. once Its pernicious activities wer*
denior.Flr.'ted. became one as great as that of the yel¬
low f<ver mosquito of Cubs and Panama. Farce, In
th" first ray of Intelligent Investigation, glimpsed
Wholesale tragedy, as tragedy had already h°en
glimpsed In 'he> pellucid pools of wayside brooks
which s v. hole countryside poisons with typhoid.

This common (ly, only one of whose "species, by a
sing'.-, fatil footprint, can kill a man,' lny.i 120 egss.
which hatch within eight hours. The larva period
lasts five days, and the- pupa period five days.in all,
ten dais for the new generation to leap into full,
active life.
Males and females are about evenly divided. In a

single summer. In th* latitude of Richmond.not a bad
average for the country at iarge.one pair of lllea
will produce twelve generations.
Tho total number of their descendants js then

1 l.f»6T.79:.0Or0OO.000 flics.
Admit that the whole OO.nno,oco of Us devote the

whole summer to the killing- of the whole family of
.1 single pair of flics, nnd every man. woman and child
In the L'nltod states must kill 175.S47.400 of the posts
to wipe out that one fly family.
Now multifply the descendants o^ that one pair of

dies by the original first families of the summer. In
number so trivial. In comparison with their actual
horde, as merely 1,000,0000.which does not represent
the first fly families of a single second-class city.and
we. have a total of H.it*7.7!>2.ooo,O0O.fi00,f'i'>'\<u,<> flies
that we are called upon to exterminate, or 176..847,-
400,000.000 to he si'in Within three months by every
impossible fly-chnfer pmong us. Including the new-born
ba brs.
Divided up. it means thai the hand that smiths the

fly 'would have to move at the rate of 22,614,130 times
p»r second and never miss a fly.
remembering always that, -even nllowlng for the

destruction In their ranks wrought by natural causes
.bird, reptile end Insect foes nnd their own short
span of life.the calculation Is still limited not by the
llgures adduced, but by the amount of food on which
the Hies c,m batten, and It is pertinent to observe that
every fly possesses 13,000 foot hairs.

tnllnlty tv.es- Imagine.Ion.
These hairs exude B slimy flutd peculiarly adapted

to the accumulation of bacteria. Upon those foot
hairs dwelling house flies have been found to aver¬
age RSO.000 poisonous'gems per Insect, or, to ho mildly
precise nbvrut It. t :!..'<7fl, 150,660,000,flfln,"00,000.000,000
germs are carried to menace the nation within tho
few summer months.
Again we confront absurdity, but of a very different

kind, for It Is the absurdity of Infinity, befora which

the Imagination shrinks In awe. and the smile, when¬
ever we can muster It, Is decidedly sickly In Us accom¬

paniment of the question:
"It's funny they don't kill US."
The answe is: "THEY DO."
Thus far. nnd necessarily for the saks of the main

figures roquled to bludgeon a derision born of the
days when we believed the My was a germ destroyer,
the many and Illuminating sidelights upon his Horgla
career have been shut off. lest they confuse the main.
Important fact that, by dint of sheer numbers, the
house fly, un-h»'-Ked, cm overwhelm humanity. But
now those other facts become, of lending value.
That old. simple, childlike faith In the perfect bal¬

ance of nature, ns It applied to files, was to the effeot
that, whenever them wer« disease germs prevalent tn
unusual numbers, flies appeared In a corresponding
measure, collected the germs on their bodies as they
flew through the air. ate and destroyed them. It was
n popular science of the brand that falls In certain
vital particulars.

True, files do collect bacteria, although not quite
In the capacity of nerlal pre.elpltants.rather, far
rather, ns terrestrial scavengers, stable files carrying
.420.000 germs ench and swill barrel files an average
of fi.fioo.nnn germs.
True also Mint fit's do eat the deadliest of germs.

Tests made again and again, from New York to Chi¬
cago have shown that house, files eat the sputum of
consumptives as readily ns they do the wasta of
typhoid patients, and tho same tests havo shown
quite ns conclusively the manner In which the tubercle
hncllir and the germs of typhoid fevsr pass gaily-
through the Intestinal tract of the nie» and are depos¬
ited, excreted waste, as much nllve and kicking as

they were when th*y emerged from tho consumptive

and the typhoid patient.
All "Washington, llko the water front and other dls«

trlcts of New York, has been mapped and measured,
for Its annually recurring plague of files, iwhll-s prac*
tlcally every bacteiologlst of the United States andi
all hoards of health in tho larger centres of popula-t
tlon have co-operated In theso rscent exhaustive stud*
les of the life and habits of tha house fly.
The facts recorded are not a matter of Isolated expert

lment or of a single season's observation. They have)
been universally and repeatedly demonstrated, and
they Include these now Indisputable facts:
Tho house fly breeds, In 9S per cent, of its numbers*

In foul stablo manuo; the I per cent, remaining la
bred in other and as bad places and ln-varlous wastes
and materials th0 temperatura of which rises as thoy.
rot. The poisonous baoteria infecting the places of
Its birth live, when borne on Its body, for a period oC
at least two weeks, and can contaminate any mllk4
fruit, meat or other food on which the moist, sticky,
tracks of their carrier may deposit them.

So far from being the friend, servant and protectofr
of humanity, tho house rty ns a scavenger is tho Tro*
Jan horse bringing the Greek gifts of humanity's dead*
Heat foos.
The famous Dr. Leldy, aftor the Civil War. first

pointed tho finger of suspicion at the fly as the camp
follower responsible for tho fatal hospital gangrenesthat slow tho soldiery by tho tens of thousands.

After long years the regular army learned to h..ed
the lesson; militia ajid volunteers, at tho time of tha>
Spanish War, had not come ta comprehend It at all.
So iiii men died of honorable wounds from battle and
6,277 died of typhoid, which subsequent Investigation
showed to have been directly due to the contamina¬
tion of the food supplies by files.
Peace has Its victims no less than war. The 7,0001

children of New Vork who annually perish of lntes*
tlnal disorders are chiefly th0 fly's victims; a mark*
edly high percentage of all typhoid cases are due ta;
the fly.
Asiatic cholera, so fearful In Its ravages, la among

the fly's specialties; tubeculosls Ib another; every dis*
ease which begins or ends or endures in filth 's his
ally, and It has even bean demonstrated that the 11/
carries and deposits, In active and virulent condition*
the bacillus of tho scourge before which the White
man quails In sick and terrltied loathing.leprosy.

Swiftly and very potently, tha forces of human1 tz
have been assembling for this year's relentless cam*
palgn.
The Bureau of Entomology, the Department oj

Agriculture at Washington, with the Marine Hospital
Service co-operating, has done much to safeguard tha
capital and has dono ns much more In stimulat'ns
the activity of boards of health throughout the coun¬
try.
The Times-Dispatch campaign against the fly begins

to-morrow morning, when the fly swatters and bags)
will be delivered to the children of Richmond from
the business office of The Tlmes-Pispatch. Tho con*
test closes on June 11 at 5 o'clock. when tho names
of those .who have won prizes for killing files will be
announced. The contest, which Is for both white and
colored children. Is mainly for tho purpose of calling
tha attention of the people of this section to tho great
danger which exists In the fearful prevalence of th»
fly, It Is not thought, of course, that the killing of
a few million flies will In any great degree wipe out
the pest, but tha campaign will bo an lnoentlve for
all the peoplo all the time, .not only to protect them¬
selves but to wage nn unrenslng warfare against the)
fly through cleanliness in the homes. If thj flght Is
carried on ns It should be, and If the pepole of this
section owake to the Importance of destroying these
Innocent-appearing murderers, hundreds of lives of
Richmond people will be saved yearly, and this city
will tnke.p lace in the very front rank of health cen¬
tres. Every parent In Richmond should encourag*
tha children to engage <n The Times-Dispatch con-
fjst. In order to instill Into each child's mind the
knowledge that the fly Is a deadly enemy to the hu«
man race and should be exterminated. If you will help
The Times-Dispatch "swat the fly" you will be render*
trig the people of this section a treat and lasting aar« ¦>
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